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ETHoIOPIA 


the oldest Christian empire or power in Africa 


Erniopia, a civilization steeped in 25 centuries of 
History, has entered into the great movement of 
modern times. It is a country rich in tradition, which 
for 15 centuries has fought for the preservation of its 
culture and its faith. As early as the most remote 
antiquity, it was a land of transit and welcome, 
situated at the crossroads of Black Africa and the 
Middle East. Yet Ethiopia has been able to cut itself 
off from the world when necessary. It has known how 
to turn to God and live an austere and mediative life 
which has enabled it to overcome the greatest mis- 
fortunes. The people have been able to outlive all 
events, even the decline to which the surrounding 
nations have fallen victim. It has been able to lift 
itself up above the trials that have destroyed so many 
others. 


The Ethiopian people are great, noble, generous and 
faithful. Referring to the indomitable opposition of 
Ethiopia in affronting the invasion of Islam, His 
Holiness Pius XI was able to bestow this praise: 
“These people have MERITED Christianity, these 
past 15 centuries.” 


But Ethiopia is not a stagnant country relying only 
on the accomplishments of its famous past. Thanks to 
its remarkable Emperor, His Majesty Haile Selassie 1, 
it is a nation full of life, open to the modern world, 
steadily progressing, welcoming foreign influences and 
striving for a respected place in the free world of 
today. Many scientific congresses and United Nations 
conventions have been held at Addis Ababa in the 
past ten years, and many archeological researches have 


entitled Ethiopia to a more conspicuous place in 
Modern History. 
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Mr. Jean Doresse writes: “Ethiopia has contributed 
to every work, propitious to the development of the 
African continent, therefore its presence in the Afro- 
Asiatic group of nations is a soothing one.” This also 
makes it the logical choice for the office of the Eco- 
nomic Council for Africa, established by the United 
Nations in December, 1958 at Addis Ababa. Ethiopia, 
an old member of the Society of Nations, belongs to 
the United Nations, since its creation. 

Amid the unrest and strife of disunited Africa 
today, Ethiopia is an island of peace and refuge. A 
neutral friend, it is able to ease the way for com- 
munication. It has become an important and effective 
diplomat in the objective solutions of present-day sit- 
uations in Africa. 

At the end of this year, from December 12 to De- 
cember 23, a Seminar will be held on “The Participa- 
tion of Women in Public Life,” at Addis Ababa, the 
capital of Ethiopia. This seminar has been organized 
by the Commission of Women of the Economic and 
Social Council of the United Nations, with the as- 
sistance of the Ethiopian Government. Qualified dele- 
gates from every African territory and country are 
expected to attend. 

Its purpose is to provide the various governments 
concerned with the opportunity to exchange ideas 
and information experienced in these times of transi- 
tion. The thought provoking situations portrayed by 
the participants should promote greater understand- 
ing of the questions concerning human rights. This is 
to be the third seminar devoted to, “The Participation 
of Women in Public Life.” The first took place at 
Bangkok, Thailand in August 1957, the second at 
Bogota, Colombia in May, 1959. 


We wish to express our gratitude for the photos, texts and in'o ation 


contained in this magazine, to Mr. Jean Doresse, who has been «—. 


nsible 


for much fruitful research at the National Center of Scientific &« ches 
in Paris; and whe has written qualified works on Antique onc ern 


Ethiopic. 
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EH THoHIOoOrPpiA 
an Emperor and his people 


HIS MAJESTY 


HAILE SELASSIE | 


EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA 


Born aT Harrar in Eastern Ethiopia on July 23, 
1892, son of Ras Makonen who defeated the Italians 
at Adoua in 1896, Ras Tafari became regent of Ethio- 
pia, in 1917, and was crowned Emperor on Novem- 
ber 2, 1930, taking the name of Haile Selassie (which 
means “Strength of the Trinity”). 

During his student days at Harrar, his teachers 
recognized in him a spirit of great tolerance and 
kindness, with a sense of human values. Of keen and 
penetrating intelligence, sensitive yet of unswerving 
will, an indefatigable worker (he has worked a mini- 
num of 16 hours a day for the past quarter-century!) , 
impressing all by his great personal charm, Haile 
Selassie is one of the most outstanding rulers of the 
age. 

A shrewd administrator and clear-sighted political 
man, desirous above all of winning better living con- 
ditions for his people and safeguarding their rights, 
the Emperor has for the last forty years done all in 
his power to bring his country from a medieval way 
of life to the status of a modern democratic State. 

When he first became regent in 1917, the first 
thing he did was to curb the power of the feudal 
lords who dominated the country’s government and 
even tried to dictate to the throne. Those of the 
former lords who showed real ability and patriotism 
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were given responsible positions in the country’s 
service, as governors or as ambassadors, but the Em- 
peror is the ruler in fact as well as in name. 

After his coronation as Emperor, he proclaimed a 
new Constitution: the person of the Emperor—‘“the 
conquering lion of the tribe of Juda, the elect of 
God” — was declared sacred, and the principle of 
hereditary succession was proclaimed. Prince Asfa- 
Wasen, his eldest son, became Heir Apparent. 

In addition, the Constitution clearly defined the 
principles of the rights of man; the last vestiges of 
slavery were abolished; two Houses of Parliament 
were created, one a Senate and the other a house of 
Deputies which were named by the Emperor until the 
people became capable of exercizing their rights. The 
Constitution of 1955 was even more explicit in its 
recognition of the people’s democratic rights, and 
since 1957 national representatives are elected by uni- 
versal suffrage. 

It is entirely due to the Emperor’s energy and con- 
fidence in the future that Ethiopia has been able to 
set itself so resolutely on the path to progress, without 
sacrificing its ancient heritage and traditions. Thanks 
to its sovereign, it is making a wise and measured 
advance in the midst of an agitated world. 


(from the writings of Jean Doresse) 
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ETHoIOPpPiA 


a land infinitely various 


Tue Rep Sea and Arabia to the East—Egypt to the 
North—the Sudan to the West—and the long ex- 
panse of Central Africa to the South—communicat- 
ing with the outside world by the valley of the Nile 
and the waters that bathe its Eastern shores, geo- 
graphically Ethiopia might be summed up in a few 
words: 


One-third of the country is made of some of the 
hottest deserts in the world—regions where a few 
scattered and practically lawless tribes daily seem 
to be doing their best to deserve, in the next life, 
the same kind of climate they now enjoy . . . a sterile 
and seemingly hopeless wasteland — unless future 
prospectors find hidden wealth under its scorching 
sands. 


Most of the country’s population is concentrated 
on the central mountain ranges. The Ethiopians them- 
selves have admirably defied the geography of these 
higher regions, and the resultant characteristics of 
their inhabitants. First, there is the “dega” or 
highland—temperate pastureland where olive-trees, 
sycamores and junipers flourish, with myriads of 
mountain flowers; here the people are austere, reserved, 


but frank and courageous. Far below is the “kolla,” 
just above the desert, with sub-tropical forests and 
wild game; its people are gay and fiery of tempera- 
ment, but changeful . . . And, between the two 
extremes, the “land of the vine,’ moderate in climate, 
with agricultural products like those of our Central 
States .. . Here are built most of the larger cities, 
and the people have imagination, ability and energy 
to undertake almost any task. 

Ethiopia has what some have described as the 
most beautiful scenery in the world: its high, silent 
valleys with innumerable herds of cattle, table- 
lands covered with tall grass and meandering river- 
lets, lakes reflecting the blue sky and towering 
peaks above flowering slopes, villages of thatched 
cone-roofs clinging to the mountainsides, cascades 
thundering into deep chasms, fields of giant wild 
gardenias meeting the somber radiance of evergreens, 
cliffs swept by chilly breezes while far below, the 
desert burns in a glare of sun—and all this, for nine 
months of the year, bathed in the clear light peculiar 
to high altitudes, which harmonizes the most violent 
color contrasts .. . 


(from Jean Doresse) 
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ETHIOPIA 


simplicity is the Keynote 


Simpticity is the keynote of Ethiopia. Nowhere is it 
more noticeable than in the housing. Even the houses 
of European style built by some of the more promi- 
nent men remain very unaffected and unostentatious. 
As for the Ethiopian house, it is built of clay over a 
skeleton of eucalyptus branches, the whole carefully 
whitened and topped by a roof of corrugated tin... 
Cement or stone walls are impractical on ground 
which becomes porous and unstable during the tor- 
rential rains from June to September. 

Although nights may be cool, it never gets really 
cold; a small charcoal fire suffices for heating as well 
as cooking. No running water except in the larger 
cities, of course, nor are there modern sanitary facil- 
ities. Nevertheless, epidemics are extremely rare, due 
to the healthful climate and the rugged constitutions 
of the people. 


The Ethiopian diet is simple, consisting in many 
cases of meat (often raw) or vegetables with a highly 
seasoned sauce, eaten with a sort of large pancake 
made from native grain, and called “injera.” Sugar is 
not used, but honey is employed to make a popular 
fermented drink called “‘tedj.” There is also a sort of 
light beer made from barley. 


The eating of raw meat, given the primitive sani- 
tary conditions in many parts of the country, might 
easily result in widespread disease, except for the use 
of a food plant called ‘“‘kosso” which is a violent 
purgative. 


The Christian population shuns pork, rabbit or 
duck, following the Old Testament interdict. 


(from Jean Doresse) 
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THE WHITE SISTERS - - 


- AND THE APOSTOLATE 


“be apostles and be nothing but that.” 


CARDINAL LAVIGERIE 


“NO... aman cannot complain when his children, 
his crops, his fortune are taken from him, nor when 
his own body is afflicted . . . but when God’s name is 
taken in vain, blasphemed, despised, forgotten, then 
it is certain that neither God nor man can remain 
unconcerned.” (Raymond Lulle) 

Our mission is to make known what God has re- 
vealed to us... the Truth, the “Good News of His 
Love.” Love which is, in reality, God living in us, 
seen through us—by our presence, by our action, by 
our word. 

Our apostolate is carried on in disregard of cir- 
cumstance: war, peace, revolution, evolution, this 
government or that .. . “Who will separate us from 
the love of God?” 

Our one desire is to procure God’s glory and to 
advance His Kingdom . .. And for us there is no 
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distinction between the love of God and the love of 
men: “The Second Commandment is like to the 
First.” 

In our apostolate there is little question of proce- 
dure or method but only of LOVE and of true love; 
resembling as much as possible God’s love for us, 
infinitely delicate, thoughtful, understanding, merci- 
ful, respectful of our liberty and yet always present, 
always solicitous. 

Our task is to call out the ageless message of 
HOPE: 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Sion, 
Shout for joy, O daughter of Jerusalem 
BEHOLD THY KING will come to thee, 
The JUST and SAVIOR.” 


(Zacharias IX, 9) 
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ETHIOPIA 


a museum of races and languages 


Ethiopia is unusual, not only because of its 
geographical peculiarities, but also because of the variety of races 
from which spring its almost twenty million inhabitants. 
Down the centuries, the pleasant high plateaus 


have attracted men from everywhere. 
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THE FIRST INHABITANTS of whom any thing is 
known are the pigmies, traces of whose existence 
have been found along the southern border. There 
are also remnants of negro tribes in the West and 
South, still retaining their own language and religious 
customs. 

Apart from these scattered elements, Ethiopians 
are of the white race, and probably of Semitic origin. 
Centuries before the Christian era, highly-civilized 
tribes from Southern Arabia found their way to the 
high plateaus. Well-organized, energetic and enter- 
prisins, they drew neighboring tribes into their orbit, 
and have remained predominant. 

On the high tablelands live Tigreans and Amharas, 
who are mostly Christians. Amharic is the official 
languige of modern Ethiopia. Here also live the 
Galla people, who came as invaders during the seven- 
teenth century but have stayed to become part of 
the nation. Lower down are tribes some of whom are 


WHITE SISTERS 


\ 


Moslems and speak Arabic, while the rest have re- 
tained their ancient languages and religious beliefs. 
At the bottom, pagan Somalis and Danakils roam the 
torrid deserts. 

Is the country just a mosaic of peoples, languages 
and religions, as it is a mosaic of desert, forest and 
highland? After centuries of determined striving on 
the part of the more civilized groups, this variety 
has blended into a harmonious whole. Closely related 
ethically, and finding themselves with the same 
ideals, capacities and aspirations, the bigger groups 
were further welded together by two decisive factors: 
the importation of a written language from Arabia, 
which was then adapted to their own idioms—and 
the advent of Christianity which gave them a reli- 
gious unity strong enough to repel or absorb invaders 
without loss of fervor . . 


(Jean Doresse) 
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ETHoHIOPpiA 


a power of assimilation 


Better than the monuments and writings which 
| I came to discover, personal contacts have helped me fo realize 
the characteristic traits common to all the centuries 
of Ethiopia’s history, which have sustained and directed 


its development. 


Photo—J. Doresse 


reat ee en gon ta es 2 Al geen << SS 5S AR or es: a oe ee? 
a é ae 
: 1 
a | 
e 
- 
ee 
ae 
3 4° - Be 
2, [arise 
“> 
=? 
Pe >, 
| wwe 
b 
3 
| 
—_ 
| ss 
E ’ we 
_ , - ‘ 
a ‘s P ° =——_ 
. “ 
¥ a ’ 
; " pee) = ° 
: > Peet. 
x SF a nail’ ° “en : 3 ae ae 
: . z Ri . ; an 
Gow We . . Sa . ¥ oe iy ° 
Sees * . wigs _ + 
‘ 2 eee . Bi 
See, 4 ~Ss — OO Ee ee : 
is oe : - ONE SS as out 
—. > nn sgn SP oS ey ; oN eae 
P et é | a as ad = ae ’ . a aS 
ae ‘ ‘ eat > i 
ai < ‘ Pee ck, 
hove a a an na ‘ “i r a 
: ‘> ‘ foe ae By 4 
i: oY a ee oo Sa 4 ab oe ee. Pais, +o . a 
ave 4 oa a ie a a ce ed ‘ io / i - £ " 
5 wg ae (hy a SAL iets) ae al om bi e j ’ 
‘ ig 2 : cee ¥ ‘ane j 4 ; 4 
i J las 3 ie as e F . cf " , ; 
J 7 ~~ a, 3 - .o 8 1434 
" rv ae -" . 
ie Z ai; 2 _ a 
4 - - ™ 4 Pe ae . 
4 . is , wf, m2 , 
is ; : . 9 rT pe) 7-7 
a r ee *s : - Bie am 
; ¥ . & a ce, 2 ~~ ek fae = 
a ij i 2 ‘es , ‘ 
; eh a  €4s ane Loi, 
iy | om | " . ey ‘ : a To 
a aii A “ * - o + s ‘ ’ ae eae. 
a - a om 5 : ee 4 «6 92 rs 4 
4 ae oe ey ce _—s Se ‘ ’ 4p | = - eee ‘ (ae > Si ‘ 
3 , Rae a é pS “—t Cc Jame 
= i ied oe og ' #5 Pe cB | My Ree ot oka ieee 
ze ' a ———— > . Bae. 2. > ne 
: al a oe es ; ote a a 
a ri ee pe ~ Sa ‘ ’ 2 arr es 
oo - a ee ss ay & “a : F aa Cas ae: re = 
oe ee | oe - ; é Pte Z ie Con ees a 
= o . sa ” 4 . * 20g laa aie ew 
es r a rea Ek e. 2 , -? . tam a! ‘B, . % of ie oH a - aN : _ = 
e , ie oa oA 6 ie ce 
oe a res pes . AS * fe Aas ie ae 
: ~~ =e ae e 3 1 ae a a 
- me ee ‘ <a meet os 
m ' a ee cs “ea Both Lae 
Sa ae Se eras E ce ars ee ar es ae 
ae 1s a ae c IRE a ne ee eae ei ie aes : SR ee itu i ae ne EN ee a 
sd i Be to iets Gees aE My Ge ee < Ea eee ani é ee. > cme | =~ he 3 Beas 8 
= ; ae Pye at Gah ois ae. ae 2: 
i . EE ee ee) | a eee ee a a es 
4 bs Sel da Cre iaee ate Ee ee he es a Se chee” dis <a Pe ee 
ro ; Shoe Wott bee ae ie oe Se a a ae or a e Soda 4 e: 
; “2a Pood Be ca See a ee ran * ic eet Bese a eT MO cr! ine eae : oe oe ee 


First, there is the ability to isolate itself from the 
rest of the world when necessary, to get closer to 
God through concentrated religious practice and 
austerity, which has given it a sure refuge in times 
of great troubles. 


Then, there is the certainty of its mission, the 
certainty of its ability to survive all vicissitudes, 
even that of decay which has undermined the various 
civilizations surrounding it — and this certainty has 
’ lifted its peoples above many trials fatal to less- 
confident peoples. 


There is, also, an innate and hereditary sense of 
government in these men of the high plateaus which 
has drawn the tribes of the slopes and deserts to fol- 
| low them in all things, even in dress .. . 
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Photo—J. Doresse 


But the most admirable trait is the power of assim- 
ilation by which Ethiopia takes what it considers best 
from other civilizations and makes it its own: from 
what it received in ancient times from Southern 
Arabia, what it retained of the literature and art of 
the ancient and medieval worlds, its contacts with 
both Occident and Orient,—from all this it has 
made, not a copy, but something strikingly original 
and special, using the import simply as a starting 
point for its own inspiration . . . This is its most 
notable characteristic: what it has received from 
other cultures has been so deeply and completely 
transformed by its own peculiar genius that often 
the historian is unable to tell what inspired seemingly 
inexplicable creations. 

(Jean Doresse) 
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ETHIOPIA 
MARIAN DEVOTION 


In 1691, the famous German historian of Ethiopia, Ludolf, wrote in his “Commentary 
on the History of Ethiopia’ that Mary, Queen of Heaven and of all the 
saints, was greatly venerated by the Ethiopians. The fact that Ludolf was a protestant 
makes the testimony all the more valuable. 


In spite of its doctrinal errors, the dissident church of Ethiopia has kept for Our Lady a 
cult that is very much alive; in spite of ignorance and a religious for- 
malism that sometimes borders on superstition. The Ethiopians still pay to Mary a 
sincere and filial devotion. 


Titles given to Mary. 


Among the very numerous titles that liturgical 
books and popular piety give to Mary, there are two 
that constantly recur and that deserve fuller mention, 
for they reflect, concisely but very suggestively, the 
idea formed by the Ethiopians of Mary’s power and 
of her role of Mediatrix between her divine Son and 
mankind. 


The first of these two titles given by Abyssinian 
doctors to Our Lady is that of “Sion” — the name 
given in the Bible to the hill on which David built a 
fortress and Solomon the Temple. For Mary is the 
citadel defending the Church against her spiritual 
enemies, and the most holy Temple, the spotless 
sanctuary, in which the Word of God was made Flesh 
and abode for nine months. 

The other title so frequently used is “Pact of 
Mercy”; it is given to nearly all the churches in 
Ethiopia and puts the accent on the works of mercy 
done by the Mother of God in the name of her Son. 
It is an article of faith universally acknowledged by 
Ethiopians that on the day of His Passion, Jesus 
entrusted this ministry of charity to His Mother, 
while keeping for himself the works of justice. They 
hold that when Mary is given this name of “Pact of 
Mercy”, the forces of heaven and the depths of the 
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earth tremble, the angels’ wings quiver with awe. The 
terror of creatures is set aside . . . when the Lord 
who holds all power in his hands brings the sinner 
into his presence for judgement, and then hears Our 
Lady invoked under this title, he annuls the sentence 
of punishment and changes it to one of pitying love.” 


In the eyes of the Ethiopians, Mary is not only their 
consolation at the moment of judgement, but also the 
protectress of their country, that she received as a 
personal fief from Jesus Himself, and of their kings, 
whose beneficent action she has sustained through 
the centuries. 


Very popular in Ethiopia are the “Praises of Mary” 
that some consider to be of Egyptian origin and others 
to have been composed by St. Ephrem the Syrian. 
They are said as of obligation at home and during 
Mass in church. The Ethiopians do not doubt that 
these prayers are so pleasing to Mary that she always 
hears those who honour her and ask for favours by 
reciting them. Here is a short passage from them: 


“Thou are the purest of the pure, O elect Virgin 
who didst remain in the Temple as a tabernacle of 
incorruptible wood, adorned with gold and covered 
with precious stones, with pearls of priceless value. 
So didst thou remain in the Temple and receive thy 
food daily from the Angels. Thy drink was the water 
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of life and thy food the heavenly Bread. Thy father, 
David, who chanted psalms as he played the lute, 
said in prophecy, ““Hearken, daughter, and see and 
incline thine ear. Forget thy people and thy father’s 
house, for the king hath desired thy beauty. He is 
indeed thy Lord and thou dost worship before Him. 
Let thy Son grant us His pity. Pray for us, O Holy 
One!” 


Zara Yagob, King of Ethiopia from 1434 to 1468, 
set himself to banish from his kingdom every form of 
idolatry, fetishism and superstition, and commanded 
that all his subjects should have tattooed on their 
foreheads the names of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, and on their right arms the words: “I renounce 
the devil and am the servant of Mary Mother of the 
Creator.” He also established thirty-three feast-days 
in the year, in addition to those already held, and 
ordered that in every church there be an altar con- 
secrated to Our Lady. 


Our Lady and Ethiopian Art. 


In Ethiopia statues of Our Lord, Our Lady and the 
Saints are forbidden as a result of a false interpre- 
tation of the second commandment of God. Mural 
paintings alone are allowed. They depict in primitive 
Byzantine style, saints, scenes from the Old Testa- 
ment, martyrs, kings who have founded churches, 
but above all, scenes from the life of Our Lady: her 
Annunciation, her marriage with St. Joseph, her 
death and burial. 

More often than not, Our Lady is shown with her 
divine Son in her arms. Scenes from the “Miracles of 
the Blessed Virgin” have often tempted artists, es- 
pecially the legend of the cannibal Belai, reputed to 
have eaten 78 persons. He is seen, first with a piece 
of human flesh in his mouth while he carves off 
another piece, then assaulting a farmer with the in- 
tention of killing and eating him. The third scene 
shows a poor beggar asking for a drink. Belai refuses 
at first, but when the beggar beseeches him in Mary’s 
name, he relents and gives the drink. The artist then 
portrays Belai’s death — and the devil coming to take 
him to hell. But we also see Our Lady and St. Michael 
the Archangel in heaven, scales in hand. St. Michael 
weighs Belai’s single act of charity against all his 
crimes. Through Mary’s influence, this solitary act 
of kindness out-weighs all the rest, and in a final pic- 
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ture, we see St. Michael helping Our Lady draw 
Belai’s soul into heaven. 

Naive though they be, these simple pictures inspired 
by legend help us to grasp the deep religious sentiments 
of a whole nation. 


Popular practices. 
Fasts in Honour of Our Lady. 


Of all the fasts observed in Ethiopia — and they 
take up 260 days of the year, of which 180 are ob- 
ligatory for everybody — two are in honour of Our 
Lady, one of a fortnight before the Feast of the As- 
sumption, and the other of 45 days before the Feast 
of Quesquam, the place where tradition has it that 
the Holy Family stopped while in Egypt. This latter 
fast obliges only the clergy but is very generally ob- 
served by the faithful. The fast is rigorous and allows 
only one meal, taken after 3 p.m., and excluding all 
meat, fat and milk. 


Baptismal names. 


The names given in Baptism very often show the 
filial attachment of the child to Our Lady, such as 
Kidane Mariam — Mary’s promise; Tasfa Ma Mariam 
— Mary’s hope; Gabra Mariam — servant of Mary; 
Za Denghel — belonging to Our Lady. 

Various other practices. 

Beggars plead and students beg their daily bread in 
Mary’s name. The very proverbs sing her praises: 
Misfortunes will surely overtake those who do not 
honor Mary. If you want anything, ask Mary for it. 
If you praise Mary, you will reign with her etc. 

May these few lines, that barely outline the homage 
Mary receives in Ethiopia, increase the esteem in which 
this country of such ancient civilization is held. In 
spite of its errors, it has the great merit of holding 
out victoriously for centuries against the invasion 
and the seductions of Islam, as Pope Pius XI himself 
said when inaugurating the Ethiopian College in the 
Vatican City. May this people, with their naive but 
filial love of the Mother of Mercy, make of Ethiopia 
one of the strongest ramparts of Christianity. 


Fr. Bernard Velat, Professor 


of Ethiopia at the Catholic 
Institute of Paris. 
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PEACE ON LARCH 
CO MEN OF GOOD WiLL 


The WHITE SISTERS wish all their friends and benefactors 
a most Blessed Christmas season and a Happy and 


Prosperous New Year .. . 


“May the peace of Christ, the very condition 
of your calling as members of a single body, 


reign in your hearts.” ... (Col. 3, 15) 


May God Grant Che Gifts Of Unity 
And Pearce Co All The Nations 
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ETHIOPIA 


twenty-five centuries of independence and civilization 
at the crossroads of Central Africa and the Middle East 


NoTHING Is KNOWN of the beginnings of Ethiopian 
civilization. It seems probable, however, that it first 
gave the world wheat and, perhaps, the olive-tree. 
Twenty-five centuries before our era, Egyptian 
pharaohs began sending expeditions to the mysterious 
country above the Nile which they named “Punt”— 
the Land of the Gods — and thought of as the End of 
the World. From “Punt” were brought back incense 
and precious woods, jewels, spices, slaves . . . and 
innumerable legends of exotic deities. 


The first monuments giving details about the gov- 
ernment, religion and language of Upper Ethiopia 
date from a few centuries before our era. They speak 
of a flourishing civilization, akin to that of the highly- 
civilized Semitic kingdoms of the Arabian peninsula, 
the “Arabia Felix” of ancient times. This kinship of 
art, language and religion explains why Ethiopia 
adopted the legend which traces its royal family back 
to Menelik I, born of the union of the Queen of Sheba 
with King Solomon, 

However, the influence of the Sabean kingdom was 
soon rivalled by that of Greece brought in by Ptole- 
maic Egypt, and it is by combining elements of both 
that the most intelligent and determined tribes began 
to form the Ethiopian nation. Uniting the northern 
tribes, which had been governed by chiefs with re- 
ligious titles, and extending their dominion toward the 
Nile as well as to the Red Sea and even part of what 
is now Yemen, the Kings of Axoum built themselves 
one of the largest empires of the ancient world. A 
Greek document dating from the first century A.D. 
describes “Zoscales, King of the Axoumites” as a “very 
capable man, well-versed in Greek culture.” 

Axoum’s riches came from trade on the Red Sea, 
which it controlled. The State gave itself imperial 
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status, striking its own money in weights correspond- 
ing to contemporary Roman coinage. As for its lan- 
guage, after having tried Greek, it returned to its own 
language, Gueze, akin to the Semitic tongues, written 
with characters borrowed from the Sabean, as shown 
by monuments still standing at Axoum. 


This civilization still lacked one feature which was 
to put the final touch to the original character which 
it keeps even today: the stamp of Christianity. 


In the middle of the fourth century, the Emperor, 
Ezana, was converted to Christianity by a young 
Christian captive who had gained a position of influ- 
ence at court, and the tribes of the high plateaus soon 
forsook the antique cult of the gods to embrace the 
new religion. Soon the Church had built up an or- 
ganization so well constructed that it has subsisted, 
practically without change, to this day. 


The Emperors of Axoum continued to prosper until 
the seventh century, when all of the ancient world 
began to decline. Between the tenth and the end of 
the thirteenth centuries, another dynasty ruled, from 
the mountains south of Axoum. One of these kings, 
Lalibela, will be remembered because of the dozen 
churches which he had carved out of rocky mountain 
sides—churches which by their beauty and variety 
are immortal examples of Axoumite art. 


However, in 1270, the Axoumite dynasty returned 
to power, basing its claim on ancient national tra- 
ditions and its supposed Solomonic origin. Cut off 
from the rest of the Christian world by the armies of 
Islam, Ethiopia was for centuries in a state of seige. 
But it found the strength to maintain its independ- 
ence in its Christian faith and the energy of most of 
its kings. 
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During the Middle Ages, the Christian world de- 
lighted in strange legends of a powerful Christian 
sovereign, Prester John, descended from the Magi, 
master of the Nile—whose waters he could shut off 
as he pleased—with whose help it would be easy to 
crush the warriors of the Prophet! In fact, the reality 
was quite different: Ethiopia had its religious art and 
its historical, mystical and moral literature of great 
beauty. But it also had to fight off Moslem tribes 
coming from the shores of the Red Sea to conquer 
the plateaus. The climax came in the middle of the 
sixteenth century when a few hundred Portuguese 
soldiers sent by their adventurous king to newly- 
rediscovered Ethiopia helped to save the Christian 
dynasty. 


Free once more, Ethiopia then seemed to be turning 
towards Europe, but the aggressive and too-hasty 
activity of some Catholic missionaries who followed 
the Portuguese soldiers set off such a violent religious 
strife that the country was closed to Europeans in 
1632. The only lasting consequence of this interval 
Was an intense artistic revival in Ethiopia, following 
Western styles, especially in miniatures and religious 
paintings, and also in the architecture of the imperial 
palaces of Gondar. 


When, in the nineteenth century, European nations 
suddenly awoke to the commercial possibilities of the 
Red Sea and the Nile, it was a united Ethiopia, eager 
to modernize itself, which faced them. Instead, it had 
to defend itself against their encroachments. Egypt, 
England, France and Italy raced to occupy the Red 
Sea ports, and in 1889 that part of Ethiopia which 
was to be known as Eritrea became an Italian colony. 
Further advances by Italy were stopped when Em- 
peror Menelik II defeated them at Adoua in 1896. 
The truce thus won lasted until 1935 when Italy 
invaded Ethiopia, capturing Addis-Ababa on May 5, 
1936. The Second World War brought Allied Aid to 
the Ethiopians and, five years later to the day, on 
May 5, 1941, Haile Selassie I made his triumphal 
entry into his liberated capital. 


Since 1950, when a United Nations decision re- 
turned Eritrea to the Empire, Ethiopia has regained 
the geographical boundaries it had during the most 
brilliant periods of its long history, and the last decade 
has seen great steps forward in every domain of 
national and social life. 


extracts from Jean Doresse 
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¢tihe most 
com plicated 
alphabet 


im the world 


THE MOST NOTABLE contribution of the ancient Sa- 
bean kingdom to its western neighbor across the Red 
Sea was writing. The Sabean language was for a time 
the principal tongue of ancient Ethiopia, but in time 
its alphabet was adapted to Gueze, which became the 
official language of the Kingdom of Axoum; it was in 
this language that Christianity was first preached to 
the Ethiopians, and the liturgical and religious texts 
are still in that language, although it has ceased to 
be spoken for centuries. It was supplanted by Am- 
haric, the language of the influential Amhara tribe, 
which also adopted the Sabean characters. 


The Amharic alphabet is one of the most compli- 
cated in the world. It consists of 267 letters, which 
makes an Amharic typewriter almost an impossibility! 
The innumerable Government documents are tran- 
scribed by an army of copyists, while others keep 
busy with religious and other books, business docu- 
ments, etc. Liturgical books require specialists for, in 
addition to being in Gueze instead of Amharic, they 
often have interlinear musical notations for plain- 
chant! 


In addition to Amharic, most educated Ethiopians 
learn at least one foreign language. French was long 
the most popular, but since 1941 English has taken 
the lead. In Eritrea, where most of the people know 
Italian, this language has some official standing. 
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THE LAND 
OF THE 
GODS 


FROM THE FABULOUS LAND above the Nile, from the 
Southern gates of the Red Sea which were the end of 
the ancient world, came not only spices and aromatic 
woods, elephant tusks and leopardskins, jewels and 
slaves . . . but, taking neither space nor money, leg- 
ends and fables were imported into Egypt, legends 
as marvelous as any that have since come from the 


Far East. 


From the source of the Nile, the Egyptians be- 
lieved, came the “first men,” bringing with them the 
religion and laws of the Pharaohs, and many hiero- 
glyphs mention the land of “Punt” (the Egyptian 
name for Ethiopia and Southern Arabia combined) 
which was the home of the Gods and strange beasts: 
the legendary phoenix died and rose from its ashes in 
the land of cinnamon and incense, and the symbol of 
the god Seth (the ant-eater) is an animal unknown 


in Egypt but common in Ethiopia. . . 


Strangely enough, instead of remaining merely oral 
tradition, Ethiopian legends soon became part of 
Egyptian religious literature, thus furnishing His- 
tory’s main source of information on the country’s 


customs and religious thought. 
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THE 
QUEEN OF 
SHEBA 


THE BriBLE sTaTEs only that the Queen of Sheba, 
having heard of the wisdom of Solomon, came to see 
him and to ask him riddles, all of which he solved— 
and that she marvelled at his wisdom . 
popular legend among the Semitic tribes of Southern 
Arabia which added that a son had been born of the 


meeting. 


- « It was 


In the thirteenth century, when the authority of 
the ruling dynasty was threatened, some Ethiopian 
monks announced the discovery of manuscripts giv- 
ing weight to the story. According to these, the 
Queen of Sheba of the Bible was in reality an Ethi- 
opian princess who, having heard by returning mer- 
chants of the wonders of Solomon’s court, had in fact 
travelled with her suite for many months to reach 
Jerusalem. There she was received with great pomp 
and remained at court about six months. The King, 
conquered by her beauty and wit, second only to his 
own finally gained her favor. 


Before she left Jerusalem, Solomon had given her 
a ring as token of their alliance, in case she should 
have a child. She did, in fact, give birth to a son, 
whom she sent to Jerusalem when he became a young 
man. There, Solomon received him with great honor 
and affection, and had him crowned King of Ethiopia 
in the Temple . . . This was, according to Ethiopian 
tradition, Menelik I, founder of the present dynasty 
which, in consequence, can claim the titles of Solo- 
mon—‘Lion of Juda,” “King of Kings,” etc. 
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AT THE BEGINNING of his reign (Fourth century 
A.D.) King Ezana of Axoum had thanked the War 
God Mahrem for his victories. At the end, he declared 
that he owed them “‘to the Lord of the Heavens.” In 
the meantime, he had been converted by Frumentius, 
a young Syrian brought to his court after having been 
captured by pirates, and who by his learning had 
gained a position of confidence close to the King. 


When the King and many of his people begged for 
Baptism, Frumentius went to Alexandria and begged 
Saint Athanasius, the Patriarch, to send a Bishop to 
Ethiopia. The Saint, over-ruling the young Syrian’s 
consecrated Frumentius himself as 
“Abouna” or Bishop (the word means “Our Father’’) . 
From then on the new religion gained ground rapidly, 


objections, 


especially among the northern tribes. Monasteries 
dotted the countryside, and the country, in the next 
few centuries, organized itself as it was to be up to 
the present time. Its liturgy, its books, its doctrine 
came from Alexandria. For long centuries it was a 
sort of “vassal” of the Coptic Church, its Abouna not 
being Ethiopian but chosen from among Egyptian 
Coptic priests. Its sacred texts had been translated 
from Greek into Gueze by monks who had been ex- 
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pelled from Syria for their monophysite views: these 
are the “Nine Saints” venerated by the Ethiopian 
Church. There were also introduced into the liturgy 
certain rites which may have a pagan origin—slow 
dances, accompanied by the beating of drums and 
clapping of hands—but have become authentic means 
of religious expression. The long fasts, feastdays and 
pilgrimages call forth tremendous crowds. 


i!) 
Paganism 

Nature worship and magical rites are practiced by 
some parts of the Galla tribe in the western part of 
the country, and also by the less-civilized groups in- 
habiting the southern deserts: Bantu, Somalia, Dana- 
kils, etc., perhaps 9,000,000 persons in all. The 
sorcerer is all-powerful here—and since there is prac- 
tically no Christian missionary activity, the Moslem 
religion brought in by traders, etc., is making easy 
converts. 
Moslemism 

There are about six and a half million Moslems, 
principally in the eastern provinces and Eritrea. The 
city of Harrar is one of its largest centers, and con- 
versions are often effected, as in other parts of Africa, 
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by marriages between traders and native women who 
become Moslem and often convert their whole family. 


Protestantism 

There are less than 20,000 Protestants in Ethi- 
opia and Eritrea combined, including several hundred 
missionaries who are quite active and, benefiting 
from extensive financial help, build entire villages, 
distribute Bibles and offer material help of all kinds. 
The greatest obstacle to their action is Ethiopia’s 
great devotion to Our Lady. Protestants are con- 
sidered ‘“Tsere-Marian”: enemies of Mary . . . 
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The National Church 

There are practically no official texts defining the 
theological position of the Ethiopian Church, but, in 
general, its faith is that defined in the first oecumeni- 
cal councils: Nicaea, Constantinople and Ephesus. 
Since the fifth century, nothing has been added to 
its position, and its various theological discussions 
have resulted in no new definitions. There is great 
recourse to the Bible as the rule of faith, and the 
Greek Fathers are held in high esteem. In addition 
to the books of the Bible admitted by the Catholic 
Church, some apocryphal books are considered canon- 
ical by the Ethiopian clergy. 


The Church is monophysite, that is, it admits only 
one nature in Our Lord, following the Coptic Church 
of Egypt, of which it was for centuries a sort of 
“vassal church.” 
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Catholic Church 
The Catholic Church has been active in Ethiopia 
only since the 1850’s (except for an abortive attempt 
at missionary work by the Portuguese in the 16th 
century). There are about 70,000 converts, separated 
into the two rites: the Latin for those converted from 
paganism, and the Oriental (Byzantine) for those 
coming from the Ethiopian Church. This diversity is 
rather a drawback, for the people see it as a division 
in the Church, and prefer the National Church which 
i is united . . . and which has the rich and dramatic 
Gueze liturgy which harmonizes so well with the 
pagent-loving and rather ceremonious character of 

the people. 
(extracts from: Abbe Bernard Velat, 
Professor at the Catholic Institute of 
the University of Paris) 
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a medieval Christian land 


cast the die for progress— 
—a modern democratic state 


Erniopra today is the result of the tireless efforts of 
two emperors: Menelik I] (1889-1913) and Haile 
Selasse (regent from 1917 to 1930, crowned emperor 
in 1930). 

Menelik Il had worked to keep the vast Eastern 
and Southern provinces within the Empire. Haile 
| Selassie has seen his country recover its ancient 
| boundaries with the return of Eritrea and its Red 
Sea ports. He also strove to give his country modern 
| political and social structures, to make the nearly 

twenty million Ethiopians conscious of their duty 
to solve, together, the problems that face the nation. 
| Education is the foremost problem of the day. In 


former times, education was dispensed in schools at- 
tached to churches and monasteries. Now more and 
| more primary, secondary and technical schools are 
| being opened, with teachers recruited from various 
foreign countries as well as among Ethiopia’s growing 
| crop of trained educators. Among the better-known 
secondary schools are the Guebre-Maryam Franco- 
Ethiopian College and the University College run by 
Canadian Jesuits, where the teaching is in English. 
Graduates from these schools often continue their 
studies in American or European universities. 
Ethiopia has its own military schools, with Swedish 
officers to train the future officers of the Ethiopian 
Army and the pilots of the Imperial Air Corps. A 
naval academy has recently been established at Mas- 
saua on the coast, and a number of its graduates are 
gaining practical experience in Europe. 
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The second objective of the Government is the 
raising of health standards and hygiene. The health 
habits of the Ethiopian population have been harshly 
criticized—yet there is in the whole country nothing 
approaching the shameful sanitary conditions existing 
in some neighboring countries! 

Eritrea continues to benefit from Italian hospital 
and sanitary installations, which the Italian Govern- 
ment still maintains. Addis-Ababa has several large 
Government hospitals, in addition to American and 
Swedish installations . . . and even a large Russian 
hospital recently opened. In most of the larger cities, 
health centers of all types are operating. Since 1953 
the Pasteur Institute has been carrying on medical 
research and the preparation of serums and vaccines. 

Economically Ethiopia is able to cover these and 
other expenditures comfortably. For internal con- 
sumption it has numerous herds of cattle, and grows 
all the cereals, peppers and grain needed for the native 
dishes: the bread-like ‘injera,” the savory meat and 
vegetable sauces, and the light native beer. Beehives 
are everywhere, providing quantities of the honey 
which the population prefers to sugar, the latter 
being grown mainly for export. 

In addition to sugar, there are exported coffee, 
skins, various cereals and grain; and, in lesser quanti- 
ties, rice, beeswax, meat and musk from the civet-cat, 
used in perfume, and a plant called “kat” much 


appreciated as a chew by the people of Southern 
Arabia. . . 
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The country’s imports of cotton goods and raw 
cotton, machinery, automobiles, gas and oil, pharma- 
ceutical products and electrical apparatus come from 
several countries, especially the U.S.A., England, 
Germany, France, Italy, India and Japan. The import 
totals have risen from year to year, but they are 
always more than outweighed by the export figures: 
for example, in 1957 exports rose to over 197 million 
Ethiopian dollars, while imports totaled about 165 
million (the Ethiopian dollar is worth about 40 cents 
in American money). 

The first factories have recently been constructed: 
a cotton mill, a sugar refinery, a few bag factories 
(utilizing native fibers), a canning factory, etc. One 
drawback of industrialization is the scarcity of elec- 
trical energy, but that is slowly being conquered. 
Three dams are bing built to furnish energy, and to 
permit the irrigation of hitherto sterile lands. And, 
most important of all, there are now concrete plans 
for harnessing the waters of Lake Tana and the Blue 
Nile, to furnish as much as 48 billion kilowatts per 
year! 

A problem which has beset Ethiopia for centuries 
is that of travel and transportation. Because of its 
extremely mountainous terrain, it can offer the trav- 
eler, for the most part, only perilous mountain paths 
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—one reason why the country needs the services of 
its million and a half mules and horses! So far, there 
is a railroad from Djibouti to Addis-Ababa, and 
another in Eritrea, from Massaua to Augordat. 
Eritrea has quite adequate roads, the land being 
flatter than in the interior. In addition, the Govern- 
ment has linked the principal cities by good roads, 
whose innumerable hairpin turns, over which trundle 
hundreds of trucks, snake up between steep cliffs 
and breathtaking ravines to passes 8 or 9 thousand 
feet up, before nosing cautiously down to valleys a 
mere 2 or 3 thousand feet above sea level . . . And 
each year the torrential summer rains play havoc 
with them, requiring constant extensive upkeep. 
Small wonder if since 1941, air routes have become 
more and more popular. The Ethiopian Airlines not 
only link Addis-Ababa to most African and European 
capitals, and also yearly increase their passenger traffic 
between the main centers of the country, but they 
have started to carry some of the more precious ex- 
port goods to their destination. Aviation seems to 
be the answer to Ethiopia’s transportation problem. 
Some of the Empire’s problems are purely internal: 
how to organize the country on a modern basis, by 
developing its agriculture, by building the necessary 
industrial centers; how to provide it with good ad- 
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ministrators and technical men; and especially, how 
to ensure the country’s unity by giving its peoples 
a common culture available to all, and by maintain- 
ing harmonious relations between the two great re- 
ligious entities, the Church and Islam . . . 


But there are other questions which require settle- 
ment on an international basis: for instance, the 
problem of the harnessing of Lake Tana raises the 
question of the Nile, whose waters are vital to the 
Sudan and Egypt. To the East, the British proposal 
of a “United Somaliland” which has been pending 
since 1958, causes much concern to Ethiopia which 
would lose its southeastern province of Ogaden; in 
this they are backed by France, which stands to lose 
its Red Sea port of Djibouti. 


However, Ethiopia’s international position is strong 
enough to permit it to face the prospect of future 
controversies with confidence. Its entry into the 
Society of Nations as far back as 1923 showed a will 
to work for international peace, and it has never 
shirked the responsibilities attached to that effort. Its 
entrance into the United Nations right after the war 
led it to send one of its battalions to Korea with 
other UN troops. His Majesty the Emperor takes 
every opportunity to strengthen his nation’s relations 


with other governments, in particular by personal 
visits to countries of both hemispheres. 

However, Ethiopia’s main effort is bent, quite 
naturally, towards furthering the peaceful develop- 
ment of the African continent and of its newly- 
independent States; to this end, the Emperor’s repre- 
sentatives are present at every Afro-Asiatic meeting, 
often as a moderating element. In December 1958, 
the United Nations established the headquarters of 
its “Economical Commission for Africa” at Addis- 
Ababa, tacitly acknowledging the importance of 
Ethiopia’s position among the African nations. 

A fitting conclusion to this short survey of Ethi- 
opia might be the words written in 1925 by an 
admirer of Ethiopia, the Italian C. Conti-Rossini: 
“What part will be played in the doubtless rapid 
evolution of this continent by the only African nation 
which has preserved its freedom? More than two 
thousand years of history, of jealously-guarded inde- 
pendence, of victories over hostile nature and men— 
this is surely a glorious burden for one nation!” 

Ethiopia, under the leadership of its present 
Emperor, seems to be bearing the weight of this 
burden of glory with untiring vigor—and to be well 
able to continue in the crucial years to come. 


from Jean Doresse 
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AFRICA NEEDS MISSIONARIES... . . 


SW 


SSN 


SOs 


- AND LAY “APOSTLES . - 


TESTIMONY . .. and Call. 


Young Ethiopian people want to learn. School is 
the chief means, and perhaps the only means of 
reaching the youthful masses. If Catholic schools 
were opened the Ethiopian youth would rush to them, 
for Catholic education and instruction are highly 
respected by every social class. 


Pressure is put on us from all sides to open Catholic 
schools, but we lack the means of financing and 
staffing them. People often say to us, “Formerly, 
you looked for pupils to teach, nowadays pupils look 
for you. You are courted but you refuse!” Situations 
such as this break an Apostle’s heart. 


The attitude of the Ethiopian people is fully 
shared by his Majesty the Emperor. He has chosen 
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the Canadian Jesuits to staff the school dearest to his 
heart, the school he has himself founded, and which 
bears his name, “The Tafari Makonnen School!” He 
has personally entrusted the first Ethiopian Uni- 
versity College to the Jesuits. 


While Catholics are aware of the growing educa- 
tional needs, others act. The Protestants appeal to 
Universities of every country where they have influ- 
ence. As a result the doors of these colleges are opened 
to hundreds of young Ethiopians, who are anxious to 
learn and who are destined to be the leaders of the 
future. 


What about the Catholics? What are we doing? 


Tekestebrahan GHEBREMEDHIN 
Ethiopian Capucin. 
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Would you like to send us a Christmas Gift: 
Buy us some bricks for our future home. 
We need it only to better serve God and Africa. 


Any assistance given will be deeply appreciated 
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